
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy and Finance Committee      

 
Date:   20 January 2020 
 
Title:    Future High Street Fund    
 
Purpose of the Report: To seek Committee approval  
 
Contact Officer:   Vivien Cannon, Head of Cultural and Economic 
    Services Committee 
 

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan –  Aim: 2 - To continue to support a 
vibrant town through partnership working and initiatives including 
management of the street market, support for local businesses, 
town and community promotions and town centre enhancements. 

Implications:   

Financial √ Contributions TBC  

Human Resources   

Operational/Service delivery √ CBC lead 

Procedural/Legal   

Risk/Health and Safety   
 

1. RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
Should members be minded, the proposal is to; 
 
1.1 To endorse the content in the Project Ideas Submission Form, ready for 

submission to Central Bedfordshire Council.  
 

 

2. BACKGROUND  
 
2.1 The Future High Street Fund (FHSF) was first announced by Central 

Government in its 2018 Autumn Budget. The total amount of funding available is 
£1 billion and it will be released in two funding rounds. Expressions of interest to 
secure funds in the first round took place in 2019. The scope of the fund is to: 
 

“…renew and reshape town centres and high streets in a way that improves 
experience, drives growth and ensures future sustainability.” 
 
(Future High Street Fund, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHC&LG), 
Dec 2018)   

 
2.2 The fund can only be accessed via principal authority applications to 

Governement. The funding rules limit the amount of applications a principal 
authority can make, i.e. one per authority, although the MHC&LG may consider 
applications which deliver interventions across a number of  locations if the 
application is robust. 



 
  

 
2.3 In February 2019, Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) advised all Parish 

Council’s of its intention to work towards applying for funding in the second round 
which is anticipated to take place this year, 2020/21. Reasons given included the 
need to establish what Parish project to take forward and a need to take the time 
to secure robust background data that would support any bid going forward.  
 

2.1 Towards the intent to apply for funding, CBC initiated data gathering and 
commissionned town benchmarking surveys resulting in the Leighton Buzzard 
Town Benchmarking Report published in August 2019. Following this work, CBC 
wrote again to the Town Council inviting it to submit a Project Ideas Submission 
Form (PISF).  

 
3. PROJECT IDEAS SUBMISSION FORM 

 
3.1 The PISF is the next stage of CBC’s preparatory process. Should CBC decide to 

take the Town Council’s ideas forward, further detailed discussions will be 
needed along with endorsement from full Council.  
 

2.4 CBC has advised that the PISF must be submitted by noon, on 31st January 
2020. CBC will have the final decision on what project they agree to take forward.  
 

3.2 At its meeting on 16/09/19, (Ref: 48/PF), Committee resolved to continue to work 
collaboratively with CBC on issues relating to the appropriate development of the 
land south of the High Street and consider the FHSF opportunity. Taking forward 
Member’s collective concerns, officers have completed the form in draft for 
Committee’s consideration – see attached at Appendix A. 

 
4. SUMMARY 
 
4.1   In support of the Parish sector,  CBC is taking action towards drawing down 

transformative funding that central Government has made available. Against the 
national backdrop of need for financial investment in town centres, there is no 
guarantee that a CBC submission for funding in collaboration with the Town 
Council will be successful. There is however benefit in working with CBC on 
preparatory work as it continues the dialogue, and prospective agreement, on 
what work could be undertaken to address those issues put forward in the PISF.     
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